
the times in our lives 
when we feel power-
less and things seem 
bleak or hopeless. One 
thing happens, and then 
another and we wonder 
when it all will end.  
When will it end?  We 
won’t know until the 
storm is over. It’s just 
that while we are in the 
storm we have to just 
trust God that He 
knows what He is do-
ing. Jesus passed the 
test in the wilderness 
when satan questioned 
Him, took Him high up 
to the holy city and 
said jump, then he took 
Him to a high moun-
tain and said too Jesus, 
“All these things will I 
give thee, if thou would 
fall down and worship 
me.” God sent Him 

 Imagine being 
in a war zone with no 
protection. When the 
spirit of God leaves us, 
that’s the way we feel, 
vulnerable. Why does 
God withdraw Himself 
from us and allow satan 
liberty to come in. How 
do we fight against sa-
tan with no weapons? 
 Look at the 
Spirit of God leading 
Jesus into the wilder-
ness to be tempted of 
the devil. He had 
fasted. Jesus had just 
been baptized in the 
Jordan by John and the 
Holy Spirit of God had 
descended like a dove 
upon Him. We can be 
young Christians or old 
Christians it does not 
matter. The tempter 
will come. Those are 

there; so evidently, He 
knew that resistance makes 
us stronger.   
 Jesus came out of 
there with power. I like that 
16th verse of Matthew 
Chapter 4, “The people 
which sat in darkness saw 
great light; and to them 
which sat in the region and 
shadow of death, light 
sprung up.” If I can just 
hold out until tomorrow, if 
I can just keep the faith 
through the night, every-
thing will be all right. 
Whether it’s your fiery fur-
nace, your den of lions, 
your pit, your storm, your 
Job experience with sick-
ness, know that He allowed 
it all to happen for your 
good. Because of these 
things, we become wiser 
and better equipped to be 
used for His Glory. 

When the Spirit  Leaves�
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FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH 

But when I thought how to understand this, it seemed to me a wearisome task, until I went into the sanctuary 
of God; then I perceived their end.� (Psalms 73:16-17 KJV) 
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ever, we are looking for 
clear skies and many of our 
neighbors to come out and 
share with us in this com-
munity affair.  

 As we know each 
year we get the opportunity 
to meet new people and 
share with them what we do 
at the church and learn about 
their needs and fellowship 
together. It is just good for 
us to get together in the 

spirit of unity. Just because 
Friendship Church is located in 
the hard of Westend does not 
mean all people who surrounds 
us attend with us. This gives us 
also the opportunity to network 
with other churches that our 
neighbors may attend and find 
out what they are doing. 

 The Westend Commu-
nity Fun Day will be held on 
September 25, 2010 from 10 
a.m. until 3 p.m. We will be 
looking for you there. 

 Plans are now under 
way for the Annual Westend 
Community Fun Day that is 
held each year in the Westend 
Park. Last year the event was 
rained out and we were not 
able to reschedule it; how-
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 When you’ve 
done all you know how 
to do in your famine, 
then maybe you need to 
reexamine yourself to 
see if the drought is 
your fault.  
 Find out why 
the rain won’t come. 
Maybe you are listen-
ing to the wrong advice 
or maybe your worship 
is not for real. The bi-
ble teaches us that there 
are many false prophets 
in the world. Matthew 
7:15 says, “Beware of 
false prophets, which 
come to you in sheep's 
clothing, but inwardly 
they are ravening 
wolves.” Ahab had 450 
and Jezebel had 400 
false prophets but they 
were still in a famine. 
{Read the story in 1 
Kings 18}.  
 Many people 
were lead astray believ-
ing that these prophets 

had a connection to 
God until one true 
prophet by the name 
of Elijah came along. 
He was on a mission 
from God to go talk to 
Ahab but Obadiah 
who had saved one 
hundred prophets of 
God from Jezebel, did 
not think that was 
wise. Obadiah feared 
the Lord but he also 
feared that Ahab 
would have him killed 
for bringing him that 
news, but his fear of 
God was greater. So 
he set up the meeting. 
 In that defining 
moment on Mt. Car-
mel they found out 
that Elijah’s God was 
the true God who an-
swered by fire. When 
the people called on 
their god, he did not 
answer. How do you 
know you have a con-
nection to the true 

God?  The evidence will 
speak for itself when you 
have a connection with 
God. He answers in His 
own way and not neces-
sarily the way you expect 
Him too. You see He may 
withhold something from 
you to give you some-
thing better.   
 If you do your 
part He will do His part. 
Watch out for those other 
guys who are headed for 
destruction so don’t let 
them take you with them. 
You will know them by 
their fruits. Matthew 
7:16a.    
 Elijah got rid of 
all those prophets of Baal 
and told Ahab get up, eat 
and drink for there is a 
sound of an abundance of 
rain.  

Dear Lord help me to get 
rid of those things that are 
keeping me from my rain. 
Amen 
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How do you know 
y o u  h a v e  a 
connection to the 
true God?  The 
evidence will speak 
for itself when you 
have a connection 
with God. He 
answers in His own 
w a y  a n d  n o t 
necessarily the way 
you expect Him too. 
You see He may 
withhold something 
from you to give 
you  someth ing 
better 

(3) The speed limit is 25 mph 
up 8th Street and 7th Street in 
our neighborhood. Don’t take 
it lightly because several mo-
torists have been stopped and 
ticketed for excessive speed-
ing. There are many kids in 
the neighborhood who utilizes 
the park and there are bicy-
clist in the streets. Be safe 
drive the speed limit. 

the tracks it will make 
transportation more ac-
cessible to our area. The 
Amp will not just be for 
other folks but will be 
for all people to utilize 
for our entertainment. 
Maybe the church or a 
network of churches can 
get together and have a 
stage of great gospel 
performers to come to 
our area.. Just a thought. 

( 1 ) T h e 
Friendship 
B a p t i s t 
C h u r c h  
welcomes 
Rev. Wade 
Lewis, Sr. 
and wife, 

Charlotte Lewis  to our 
church family and to the 
Westend Community. In-
stallation for Pastor Lewis 
will be August 22, 2010 at 
3 p.m. with the Rev. 

Community News 
Vernon Swift and the 
Elizabeth Baptist Church 
doing the installation ser-
vices. You are invited. 

(2) Believe it or not the 
Amphitheater is located 
in  District 1 and when 
traffic is  opened  up  thru 



 Understanding 
is the best thing in the 
world. When we un-
derstand we can carry 
out what is necessary 
to complete the re-
quired task. Some-
times understanding 
can be tricky when we 
believe we understand 
what is asked of us 
and to find out that 
was not what we 
thought we under-
stood.   
 Situations can 
be changed or altered 
tremendously by what 
we think we under-
stand. Sometimes, 
something as simple 
as following through 

will help us to mini-
mize misunderstand-
ings to make sure eve-
ryone is on the same 
page. For instance, 
what happens when 
someone sees the 
color green as blue 
and tells everyone to 
look for a blue sign. 
So understanding is 
only what we are led 
to believe.  
 T h e  b i b l e 
teaches us that wis-
dom is the principal 
thing; therefore get 
wisdom, and with all 
thy getting get under-
standing. Proverbs 
4:7. So in order to un-
derstand we first must 

ask God for wisdom to 
understand for we 
know that wisdom only 
comes from God. Trust 
in the LORD with all 
your heart; and lean not 
unto your own under-
standing. In all thy 
ways acknowledge 
Him, and he shall di-
rect thy path. Proverbs 
3:5-6.   
 So now when 
we look at understand-
ing from a biblical per-
spective it makes more 
sense. We cannot rely 
on our own understand-
ing but we need to un-
derstand what God is 
directing us to do. 
There are certain levels 
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of understanding too. We 
shouldn’t expect a child to 
understand like an adult be-
cause there are many years of 
wisdom that goes into becom-
ing an adult. When I was a 
child I spoke as a child, I un-
derstood as a child, I thought 
as a child, but when I became 
a man I put away childish 
things. 1 Corinthians 13:11. 
Don’t be selfish, reach back 
and teach the young people 
how to make wise decisions. 
 One thing I understand 
for sure is that Jesus lives and 
whatever we desire or don’t 
understand ask Him. He un-
derstands all our problems or 
situations. Isn’t that good 
news to know. 

 Kidney stones or 
gall stones can be a very 
excruciating pain when it 
blocks normal passage-
ways. It requires removal 
or some kind of surgery 
to break up the stone. 
Sometimes stones are 
passed normally. Then 
sometimes depending on 
where it is you might 
have to live with it. 
 There are other 
stones that affect us and 
it comes when people 
throw stones. Sometimes 
stones are thrown to ruin 
the reputation of some-
one or thrown to hurt 
someone. Either way it 
hurts.  There was a 
woman caught in the 
very act of adultery but 
Jesus forgave her and 

said to her accusers, 
you who are without 
sin to cast a stone at 
her. They left because 
they were worthy of 
the same stone.  
 We use to 
throw rocks at each 
other when I was 
growing up. Some-
times when we got hit, 
it hurt more than at 
other times. We had to 
learn and some of us 
are still learning that it 
is not good to throw 
stones at one another. 
 Saul of Tarsus 
encouraged a mob 
who stoned Stephen to 
death. Saul approved 
putting Stephen to 
death because he 
spoke out against sin. 

Later Jesus would use 
Saul for the very act of 
which he had Stephen 
stoned. David chose 5 
smooth stones from the 
brook and used one to 
bring down a giant by 
the name of Goliath. 
 So stones can 
be a good thing when 
used properly. Jesus 
knows a lot about 
stones. He was that 
stone that the builders 
rejected and He be-
came the Chief Corner-
stone. One day He told 
them to remove the 
stone from death that 
held Lazarus. So we 
see stones are no match 
for Jesus.  
 Whatever kind 
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of stone we are facing He 
can either remove it or al-
low it to remain. It was or-
dered to place Jesus’ body 
into the tomb and to make 
sure it was secure and to 
place this huge stone in 
front of the cave so no one 
could get out or in, but it 
could not stop Jesus from 
rising from the dead. It is 
often stated that the stone 
was not rolled back for Je-
sus to get out, but so that 
Mary and the other women 
to get in.  
 Whatever stone we 
may have in life ask God to 
handle it. He’ll take our 
stones and make them step-
ping stones. So don’t worry 
when you are stoned for the 
sake of Christ. 



 Some people 
call it senior moments 
and it seems like the 
older we get the more 
it happens. You know 
how it is when you see 
someone you haven’t 
seen in a few years 
and they know you 
and you know them, 
but you can’t remem-
ber their name to save 
your life. So you play 
it off hoping that it 
will come to you.  
 This happened 
to me in a restaurant 
with an old classmate, 
she was just talking 
and reminiscing about 
old times and I tried to 
play along, but I guess 

I gave myself away. 
She said you don’t 
know who I am, do 
you. I said I sure don’t 
and then she gave me 
her name. Truthfully, 
after she gave me her 
name, I still struggled 
to know her, but I 
played it off again. 
 Wh en  yo u 
know someone it is 
easy to hold a conver-
sation, but when you 
don’t, it is so hard to 
choose the right 
words. I want to know 
Jesus every time he 
shows up. I don’t want 
to miss him. I don’t 
want to be with those 
who protest: "Lord, 

when did we see you 
hungry, or thirsty, or 
homeless, or naked, or 
sick, or in prison, and 
fail to comfort you?" 
The King will answer: 
"Truly I say to you, in-
asmuch as you have 
failed to do these things 
for the least of my 
brothers and sisters, 
you have failed to do 
them for me." Matthew 
25:44-45.  
 Did you miss 
out on those opportuni-
ties to help someone 
simply because you did 
not recognize Jesus? 
There were many times 
the disciples did not 
recognize who Jesus 
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was. I read in Matthew 14:26 
where they thought he was a 
ghost when He came to them 
walking on the water. Another 
instance was when the disci-
ples were out fishing and Je-
sus called out to them. This 
was after He was raised from 
the dead. (John 21:4).  
 So down here it is not 
a big oversight to forget 
someone’s name or face for 
that matter, because you 
might get the opportunity 
again; but when it comes to 
being a servant to others that 
is the most important thing, 
because your reward will not 
only be here on earth but also 
in heaven. In your daily walk 
make sure you recognize Je-
sus.�

 Many opportuni-
ties have passed us by 
simply because we were-
n’t obedient to what God 
wanted us to do. We 
asked God for a job and 
He gave us a job at a fast 
food restaurant but we 
turn it down because we 
wanted something better. 
 Sometimes we 
ask Him for a job, but we 
won’t even get up and 
put in an application. 
Sometimes that job is 
right in our communities 
and we are overlooking it 
because we haven’t 
sought God. We need to 
learn how to be thankful 
for the little things and 
let God elevate us to bet-
ter things. Listening to 

what God wants us to 
do is easy, but acting 
upon what He wants 
us to do is not easy 
because self stands in 
the way.   
 We want Him 
to just move us to the 
front of the line, but 
He may just place us 
at the back of the line 
because He wants to 
work with us a little 
more. Maybe He feels 
we need to work on 
our patience or our 
humility.  
 Naaman had 
leprosy and wanted to 
be healed but he did 
not like the answer. 
Elisha sent a messen-
ger out to him with 

this message: "Go and 
wash yourself seven 
times in the Jordan 
River. Then your skin 
will be restored, and 
you will be healed of 
leprosy." But Naaman 
became angry and 
stalked away. "I 
thought he would 
surely come out to 
meet me!" he said. "I 
expected him to wave 
his hand over the lep-
rosy and call on the 
name of the LORD his 
God and heal me! But 
his officers tried to rea-
son with him and said, 
"Sir, if the prophet had 
told you to do some 
great thing, wouldn't 
you have done it? So 

God is in Control 
you should certainly obey 
him when he says simply to 
go and wash and be cured!" 
 So Naaman went 
down to the Jordan River 
and dipped himself seven 
times, as the man of God 
had instructed him. And his 
flesh became as healthy as a 
young child's, and he was 
healed! (2 Kings 5:10-11, 
13-14 NLT)   
 The answer to our 
problems does not come 
how we want it to come, but 
according to how God deter-
mines it should come. We 
just need to be obedient and 
accept whatever the will of 
God is for us in our situa-
tions.  
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             What are we up too?                                       

Prayer and Praise Services. Bible Study classes are every Wednesday night at 6 
p.m.   

********************* 

This tool also allows you to view photos, and listen to our choirs. This site is not 
presently being undated due to a change requiring charges. To connect go online 
to:  http://www.mychurch.org/friendshiptuscaloosa 
 

********************* 

Friendship on Facebook. ÖÖÖÖ us Out!!! 

Connect with other church members and even members who may be oversees or 
in other parts of the globe. You can also connect with people from other churches 
and faith or the unchurched.  

********************* 

Calendar of Events 

Now, they’re try-
ing to tell us 
where to park.  

������������

Primary Business 
Address 
3416 8th Street 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 
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"Everyone's Welcome 
Aboard the Ship" 
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