
are making their ap-
peal to voters. 

 One thing we 
have to admit is that 
“Yes” a change is 
needed. What I am 
hearing from all can-
didates at the end of 
their pitch to the 
American people is, 
“God bless America.” 
and that is good. 
George W. Bush also 
said God Bless Amer-
ica and stated he was a 
Christian and pro-
vided many churches 
opportunities to com-
pete for funds through 
faith based initiatives. 
What happened? His 
governing did not line 

       Vote Nov. 4th 

 It has been a 
long an exciting but 
nerve racking election 
season. One of the 
reasons why it has 
been so long is that 
first there was a battle 
between the Democ-
ratic Party that seemed 
to be never-ending for 
Hillary Clinton and 
Barack Obama. Now 
the two major parties 

up with his religious 
beliefs. 

 Change will 
come, for better or for 
worse. You decide on 
November 4, 2008 
which candidate will be 
a good leader for the 
American people. So 
we see it is more at 
stake than just ending 
with God Bless Amer-
ica, we need to practice 
through His leadership 
in our governing. Look 
at the platforms, are 
you represented. If the 
crowd looks like Amer-
ica then that is repre-
sentative  government. 
You decide who is on 
your side. You must be 
a Registered Voter!!! 
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FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH 

But when I thought how to understand this, it seemed to me a wearisome task, until I went into the sanctuary 
of God; then I perceived their end.� (Psalms 73:16-17 KJV) 

��� �� ���"� �#�
tact from the church and 
provided the pictures lo-
cated in this article.  

 New basketball 
goals have already been 
installed, but the court will 
be done at a later date. A 
walking path has been 
completed along with an 
activity unit for the kids. 
Construction of a pavilion 
is now underway. 

 Other plans are to 
add a baseball diamond, 
lighting, trees, park 
benches and a swing set. 

 W e  a p p l a u d 
PARA and the Mayor of 
Tuscaloosa for giving our 
community a voice into the 
enhancements to the 
Westend Park. Let us take 
pride in keeping our com-
munity and park a safe 
environment. 

 Construction is 
now in progress for the 
facelift to Westend Park on 
8th Street located on the 
corner down the street 
from Friendship Baptist 
Church. PARA has worked 
with the church through 
the upgrade process. Mr. 
Tyrone Curtis is the con-
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 The prodigal 
son wasted all his 
money and found him-
self working at the hog 
pen where the hog food 
started to look good to 
him. Then he made a 
bold move and decided 
in his father’s house he 
had everything he 
needed and even an in-
heritance that he had 
squandered.  
 When I look at 
the faces of many of the 
inmates locked away in 
jail, it reminds me of the 
prodigal son. Many 
started out having a 
guardian to guide them 
into making sure they 
went to school, help 
them in their decision 
making, and taking care 
of their needs, but that 
wasn’t enough. They 
ended up choosing the 
wrong path. Many feel 
bound and stuck in their 
situations. Things at jail 
look pretty good to them 

now in regards to our 
present economy. They 
have a roof over their 
heads, food to eat, and 
even recreation. They 
are at the hog pen, but 
they don’t recognize it 
as such.  
 Many are afraid 
to get out and have to 
struggle to make ends 
meet. If they find a job, 
the government is wait-
ing to snatch it away 
because they made deci-
sions early in life to 
have babies or have to 
pay money for those 
risky choices. The re-
cidivism rate is very 
high because programs 
are not in place to pre-
vent them from getting 
right back in jail again. 
Some profess that they 
are not strong enough; 
some say they are at 
peace now with them-
selves and others are 
angry. I really want 
them to get to that prodi-

gal son experience of 
saying enough is 
enough? I’m going back 
to my Father, then it hit 
me, many haven’t 
known the Father. Many 
haven’t even known 
their biological fathers. 
The street is all they 
know.   
 So I have to get 
them to believe that in 
my Father’s house there 
is an inheritance, but 
you have to trust Him. 
You have to totally sur-
render your life to Him. 
Luke 15:20, 24 says, “so 
he got up and went to 
the Father.” You have to 
go to Him and He along 
can wipe the record 
clean so that we can 
celebrate together with 
the Lord who says “this 
son of mine was dead 
and is alive again; he 
was lost and is found.”  
When we truly find Him 
we will never be the 
same again.  
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Life After Death 

 
Things in jail look 
pretty good to them 
now in regards to 
o u r  p r e s e n t 
economy. They have 
a roof over their 
heads, food to eat, 
and even recreation. 
They are at the hog 
pen, but they don’t 
recognize it as such.  

do. He gave him a number 
to call but D. H.  would not 
call the number, but Bro. 
King took it on himself to 
go that extra mile and did 
all the setup for him. It has 
made all the difference in 
D. H. life. Occasionally, D. 
H. gets slack, but Bro. King 
gets on the phone and call 
and make sure we talk to 
him how important it is to 
hold up his end of the deal.   

3. Reception was held in the 
cafeteria to honor Chief 
Anderson on his appoint-

ment as the City of Tusca-
loosa’s new Police Chief on 
August 24, 2008. “I prom-
ise you I’m going to do the 
best job I can do in this 
position,” Anderson told 
the crowd. “I’m going to 
make you proud of me, I 
promise you that.” 

4. Boys to Men Community 
Outreach celebrates 10 
years of outreach services 
to the neighborhood. We 
are very proud of our suc-
cess in this area.  

1. C.L. is enrolled at Shel-
ton State seeking a degree 
in Electrical Technology.  
C.L. obtained his GED  and 
stated he wants to make 
something out of his life. 
He is very selective of the 
friends he hang out with. 
He did state that he could 
be doing a lot better in 
school if he went to bed on 
time. Sometimes those late 
nights can lead to a little 
dozing in the classroom.  

2. George King was instru-
mental in obtaining a job 
for one of our young men 
who needed something to 

Community News 



� I did everything 
right so I thought, but 
something was missing. 
The Lord wasn’t in it. 
Why? Well it was like 
the man who thought he 
had done everything 
right and accomplished 
much, but he wasn’t 
willing to give up all to 
follow Christ. Luke 
12:16-26 I thought I had 
learned my lesson from 
years back when a meet-
ing was held before ser-
vice and getting on one 
accord was not estab-
lished before entering 

into the worship service. 
I couldn’t even sing a 
hymn. One of the sisters 
said, you probably need 
to get you a hymn book. 
 Recently, the 
same thing happened but 
this time it was with the 
choir. I prayed in the 
back how we wanted the 
Lord to bless the choir 
and that people would 
be blessed from the 
singing of praises. I 
prayed everything be on 
one accord, but there 
was one problem. The 
musician and I weren’t 

on one accord. Some-
times we try so hard to 
work with individuals, 
but when their feelings 
and your feelings don’t 
connect; it is best to leave 
it along. I had a hard 
time. In other words, I 
struggled. Did I not learn 
anything from the time 
before? The kids said, 
“Dad, I think you need to 
hang it up.” They didn’t 
have to tell me, I knew I 
had a bad day.   
 It is not just the 
drinking of the Lord’s 
Supper that we should not 
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One Accord 

partake off when our spirituality 
is compromised; it is also doing 
His will. We cannot do His will 
being divided. He’s not in it be-
cause it is not His nature to dwell 
in division. When it comes to 
giving God the Glory, it takes 
the whole body working together 
for the Glory of God. In the mu-
sic ministry like in any other 
ministry all the parts must work 
together in order to please God. 
Half stepping will not cut it if we 
want to please God. All parties 
must come together in one ac-
cord to make what we present to 
God pleasing in His sight. �

 It seems these days 
that everything can be 
bought for the Almighty 
Dollar. When I was grow-
ing up there was a song by 
the O’Jays called “For the 
Love of Money”. Some of 
the words to that song was: 
For the love of money Peo-
ple will steal from their 
mother For the love of 
money People will rob their 
own brother For the love of 
money People can't even 
walk the streets Because 
they'll never know who in 

the world they're gonna 
beat For that mean, oh 
mean, mean green Al-
mighty Dollar!  
 Many high rank-
ing officials have sold 
information to the en-
emy because of the Al-
mighty Dollar. Terrorist 
bought everything they 
needed to bring down 
the towers in New York 
with cash money. Many 
major U.S. companies 
have sold out and risk 
putting our nation in 

jeopardy because of the 
A l m i gh t y  Do l l a r . 
 Judas was a dis-
ciple of Christ which 
means he was one of the 
chosen followers of 
Christ by Jesus Himself. 
Who would later sell 
Jesus out for 30 pieces 
of silver. What we need 
to realize that it is not 
about money? Money 
cannot buy happiness. 
We can have all the 
money in the world and 
still be miserable. Look 

Sold Out 
at the many rich individuals 
who have squandered it all not 
knowing what the true source of 
happiness was. The 30 pieces of 
silver that Judas obtained did 
him no good; he hung himself 
in shame. What can keep us in 
perfect peace through all the 
adversities of life? Jesus!!! 
Somebody needs to know today 
that if you have tried everything 
and something is still missing, 
ask Jesus into your life and read 
His Word. Sell out to Him to-
day. 

 I got out of the 
car on my way to my des-
tination and it began to 
rain. Knowing I had no 
umbrella or control over 
what was happening, I 
thought I would call on 
God. I said Lord please let 
it stop raining. Guess 
what? It kept right on rain-
ing. Being a child of God 
and knowing how much 
power we have, I had to 
ask. Haven’t you been that 
way? He says to ask and 
He says try Me and see. 
So, it is no harm in asking 

just in case.  
 In Luke 18 it says 
we can ask and keep on 
asking for justice. There 
are some things I ask for 
and he answers right 
away. Like that time my 
daughter was stranded 
because she missed her 
connecting flight to 
Bloomington and had to 
be rerouted. After looking 
at all the scenarios, it 
seemed impossible. I had 
to just pray. I said Lord let 
my child get to Blooming-
ton. She called me back 

immediately and said one 
of her friends had driven to 
Chicago that weekend and 
was driving back to Bloom-
ington and there was a 
flight to Chicago. Prayer 
worked so fast that time, it 
shocked me. I just had to 
say Thank you Lord a few 
times. Did you just happen 
to notice the difference be-
tween the two petitions? 
The first request was self-
ish. It was all about me not 
wanting to get wet. 
 He has already 

Rain, Rain Go Away 
stated in His Word that He lets’ it 
rain on the just as well as the un-
just. I was no different than anyone 
else. There was one thing that He 
allowed and that was comfort from 
the rain under the trees. His Word 
came to me, Psalm 91:1-2, He who 
dwells in the secret place of the 
Most High shall abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty. I will say 
of the Lord, “He is my refuge and 
my fortress; My God, in Him I will 
trust.” So even though He says it 
rains on the just as well as the un-
just He will give you comfort at 
times from the rain. Today, the sun 
is shining.  

 



             What are we up too?                                       

Bible Study for Youth. Younger Children are taught by Sis. Linda Beale, Pre-
teens are taught by Sis. Linda Coleman, and Teens are taught by Dea. Key. Adult 
bible study is taught by Rev. Hamner, and then Prayer and Praise Services. Bible 
Study classes are every Wednesday night at 6 p.m.   

********************* 

There is a new tool available to our members to connect with other church mem-
bers and even members who may be oversees or in other parts of the globe. You 
can also connect with people from other churches and faith. This tool also allows 
you to view photos, and listen to our choirs. To connect go online to:  
http://www.mychurch.org/friendshiptuscaloosa 
 

********************* 

(1) Choir Day Program, October 19, 2008, 3 p.m. (2) Veterans’ Recognition No-
vember 9, 2008 during both services (3) Brotherhood Day Program, November 9, 
2008 at 3 p.m. (4) The Friendship Christmas Program will be held Friday, De-
cember 19, 2008 at 7 p.m.  (5) Watch Night Services, December 31, 2008 at 10 
p.m. 

Now, they’re try-
ing to tell us 
where to park.  
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Primary Business 
Address 
3416 8th Street 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 
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"Everyone's Welcome 
Aboard the Ship" 
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Have a Great Holiday Season!!! 


